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FORTHCOMING EVENTS:
STUDY DAYS: Everyone welcome! (further details from contacts listed below)
Saturday 29 November 2008 
American University of Paris

The day will begin with coffee at 10 am. The programme is divided into two sessions: the morning on women and labour, and the afternoon on gender and institutions. Each session has two papers which will be circulated in advance to maximise time for discussion.

Contact Linda Martz or see website for further details. http://humanities.uwe.ac.uk/swhisnet/swhisnet.htm
Saturday 21 February 2009 

University of the West of England 

Saturday 9 May 2009 

University of Exeter
Saturday 23 May 2009 

University of Glamorgan

Saturday 4 July 2009 

University of Wales, Newport
REGIONAL ANNUAL CONFERENCE: call for papers overleaf
11-13 September 2009 Women’s History Network national conference
St Hilda’s College, Oxford. Women, Gender & Political Spaces: Historical Perspectives
www.womenshistorynetwork.org/annualconference.html

Area contacts:
University of Glamorgan
Fiona Reid (freid1@glam.ac.uk) HLASS, University of Glamorgan, Trefforest CF37 1DL
University of the West of England

Kath Holden (katherine.holden@uwe.ac.uk) and June Hannam (june.hannam@uwe.ac.uk)

University of Exeter

Mitzi Auchterlonie (M.M.Auchterlonie@exeter.ac.uk)
American University of Paris

Linda Martz (lmartz@aup.fr)

Women’s Activism: History & Historical Perspectives

West of England & South Wales Women’s History Network

15th Annual Conference

University of Wales, Newport (Caerleon Campus)

Saturday 4th July 2009

The theme of this year’s conference is women as agents of change across all historical periods.  Taking a broad view of the term ‘activism’, papers would be welcome on issues in which women have played an active role, whether as individuals or as part of an organisation (formal or informal), in promoting political, social, cultural or religious change.  The conference will be dedicated to the memory of our former Chair, Dr Ursula Masson, whose death in 2008 has left a much-regretted gap in our organisation and whose excellent work in the field of women and activism must be continued.       

Please send abstracts of approximately 300 words to Rachel Lock-Lewis by Friday 27th February 2009 via e-mail to: rachel.lock-lewis@newport.ac.uk       or by post to:

Rachel Lock-Lewis
Senior Lecturer (History)                      
School of Education               
Ysgol Addysg
University of Wales, Newport  
Prifysgol Cymru,Casnewydd
Caerleon Campus                   
Campws Caerllion
Lodge Road                            
Heol y Porthdy
Caerleon                                 
Caerllion
Newport, NP18 3YG               
Casnewydd, NP18 3YG  
Wales                                     
Cymru
UK                                          
DU

WHN NATIONAL CONFERENCE 2008
The annual National Women’s History Network Conference was held in Glasgow on 5th-7th September 2008. The theme was ‘Gender and Generations: Women and Life Cycles’. Delegates from abroad expressed their appreciation of this and previous women’s history network conferences in the UK for their friendly atmosphere and high quality papers.


POSTGRADUATE BURSARY
The West of England and South Wales Women’s History Network is offering a bursary of £500 towards expenses for any postgraduate student (MA, MPhil or PhD) researching a topic in women’s or gender history for the academic year 2008-9. 

Applicants should send an outline of their research topic, evidence of financial circumstances, the names and contact details of two referees and any other supporting information to Katherine.Holden@uwe.ac.uk
Students must be members of the network and be studying at an institution in South Wales or the West of England. If you are already being funded by your institution or hold a research council award, you may not be eligible. Closing date is 12 Jan 2009.
A TRIBUTE TO URSULA MASSON
Dr Ursula Masson died, after a long illness, on 7th April 2008. She was a well-respected historian at the University of Glamorgan and her work ensured that she was both active and renowned throughout the wider community.

Ursula’s work was largely devoted to Welsh women and politics. This commitment to women and politics was evident in all of her work as well as in her life and her friendships. One of her more recent publications, A Woman’s Work is Never Done (Honno, 2006) features the writings of Elizabeth Andrews, a miner’s daughter who played a crucial role in building the Labour Party in Wales after the First World War. It was always Ursula’s desire to celebrate the lives and the achievements of ordinary women, and to emphasise the extraordinary work of ordinary women. 

Ursula taught at the University of Glamorgan for over ten years. During that time she energetically promoted women’s history courses and encouraged the study of both women’s history and the history of feminism. A number of outstanding undergraduate dissertations and postgraduate theses stand as a tribute to her work. She is greatly missed by both students and staff. In recognition of her contribution, the University of Glamorgan will issue a prize each year to the student who writes the best essay or the best dissertation on the subject of women’s or gender history. 

For over ten years Ursula was a committee member of the regional Women’s History Network, and recently she served as chair. She has organised countless study days and conferences, and in the last few months of her life was active in organising a celebration of International Women’s Day. This event took place at the University of Glamorgan in March 2008. Even when she was extremely ill, Ursula retained a remarkable zest for life, and this celebration, right at the very end of her life, was a wonderful testimony to her enthusiasm and commitment. 

In recognition of her extensive work – journalism, academic writing, teaching, political activism – Ursula was selected as a ‘woman of achievement for 2006’ by the Nominating Council of the Women of the Year Lunch. She richly deserved such a prize, as all who knew her will testify. 

Ursula was a good friend to many, many people. We wish to pay tribute to her tremendous courage and also to say simply that we miss her very much. 

Fiona Reid

University of Glamorgan

October 2008

WEST OF ENGLAND & SOUTH WALES WOMEN’S HISTORY NETWORK
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2008
This year’s conference was held in conjunction with the Centre for Medical History at the University of Exeter and was sponsored by the Wellcome Trust.  The event took place at the University of Exeter’s Streatham campus on Saturday 5th July and Sunday 6th July 2008 and was entitled ‘Gender, Health and Medicine in Historical Perspective’.

The keynote speech on Saturday morning was particularly revealing in identifying a change in attitudes amongst late nineteenth century / early twentieth century ‘experts’ towards the potential of girls and young women to achieve ‘bounding, saucy health’.  Linked to the increasing demand for female labour in the economy and the desire to maintain a healthy imperial race, girls and young women were encouraged to become more physically active; indeed the nineteenth century ideals of feminine beauty such as redolence and fragility were replaced with a more vigorous and even sporting ideal.  
Then delegates were offered a choice of three panels consisting of three presenters on a related topic.  One panel assessed the diverse contributions made by women providing health care in nineteenth and early twentieth century Britain; the second mainly focused on the development of approaches to women’s healthcare; whilst the third considered the treatment of children as patients including an examination of father-daughter relationship.  The afternoon panels treated delegates to a wide range of interests and topics including women’s engagement in wars as nurses, the extent to which the Roman Catholic Church has been instrumental in forming ideas about, and approaches to, women’s health and the tensions between traditional lay methods of healing and professionals.  
On Sunday the panels were equally fascinating and informative, with panel returning to the issue of women involved in warfare, whilst another focused on the physical, mental and sexual health of young women.  The treatment of gynaecological issues and illnesses also formed a very interesting panel.  Later that morning and through to the afternoon issues relating to fertility and to mental health in Britain and Europe were examined, whilst another panel hosted a fascinating paper examining notions of health and illness amongst the Korwa of India.        

Our wholehearted thanks go to Sarah Toulalan at the University of Exeter for her hard work and skill in organising this well-received conference.  We would also like to take this opportunity to thank Sarah for her contributions to the Network and note with regret that she has needed to stand down as a committee member this year due to other work commitments.             

Rachel Lock-Lewis
University of Wales, Newport

NEWSLETTER: Please send contributions and suggestions to Jane Howells, 7 St Marks Rd, Salisbury SP1 3AY      jane@sarum-editorial.co.uk
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